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Leadership

IN the September 24, 1973 issue of Aviationn Week and
Space Technology, Robert B. Hotz, Editor-in-Chief, con-
gratulated AIAA for providing leadership to the aviation
industry. He pointed out that as the industry “drifted
aimlessly—without a voice to state its case,” the responsi-
bilities were shouldered by AIAA. The leadership vacuum
has been filled by the ATAA whose efforts have spread into
the required areas. Mr. Hotz traced the AIAA participa-
tion and accomplishment in five areas, making the fol-
lowing points (slightly paraphrased here):

Employment. Early in 1970 AIAA conducted the first
experimental workshop in Los Angeles for engineers
and scientists. Over 25,000 unemployed attended.
Some 12,000 have found jobs.

Techno-Politics. In the last few years ATAA has held
its Annual Meetings in Washington teo. stimulate
greater awareness of what aerospace technology could
offer among the legislators who determine national
policies and pending priorities. The January 1973
Meeting was a smashing success in producing an ef-
fective blend of industry and government dialogue on
technology. AIAA also conducted a detailed study on
the technology and utility of new space transportation
systems and broke the ice on Capitol Hill last Spring
by presenting its data to four congressional com-
mittes.

Urban Technology. AIAA has jumped into this area
where others have already given up and in October
1973, sponsored its third Urban Technology Confer-
ence in Boston to again bring its technical member-
ship into contact with politicians and civic groups
whose problems so acutely require solutions.

Youth. Aerospace technology’s future is seriously
clouded by the current and understandable lack of
the youthful enthusiasm that attracted bright young
people into this field for decades. AIAA is using its
university-based chapters to operate with educational
television stations to carry debates and discussions of
current aerospace problems into the academic atmo-
sphere.

Exports. ATAA has emerged as a dynamic catalyst to
broaden and strengthen these efforts in the manner
required by the political systems of countries such as
China and USSR. AIAA’s tremendous success in
building an aerospace trade bridge to the USSR with
its Moscow exhibition in July 1973 was a spectacular
demonstration of what can and must be done.

Mr. Hotz concluded on a positive note, saying that
“during the past three years AIAA has provided a vital
force of leadership for the aerospace industry both domes-
tically and on the international scene . . . the program is on
the right track and merits strong support both from with-

in its professional membership and externally from every-
body with a stake in aerospace.”

We who serve as editors of the Journal of Aircraft
couldn’t agree more. You have but to look at the many
issues overshadowing our well-being today as a world
leader to appreciate the wisdom, foresight, and courage of
our ATAA leaders to assume the mantle of leadership. The
list of problems seems endless, such as energy shortage,
environmental and ecological considerations in today’s so-
ciety, pressure for research and development priorities,
infusion of higher moral standards in our day-to-day deal-
ings, the quest for profitable ventures in the world of busi-
ness, and the many ramifications of inflation. Notwith-
standing, if we stand firm in principle, exercise reasonable
judgment, continue to display high caliber inter-personal
skill in ATAA matters, are perceptive, communicate well,
and maintain a good tolerance for pressure, AIAA will
reach an even higher level in national and international
circles.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the devotion and sincer-
ity displayed by the Publications Staff of the AIAA in
1973. Anne Huth, Managing Editor, continues to provide
expertise to the job of producing the Journal of Aircraft,
and for this we are most grateful. Her patience, thorough-
ness, and keen perception have helped immensely to
maintain the high quality of this publication in this the
year of the sudden loss of the Editor-in-Chief, Carl F.
Schmidt. Ruth Bryans, Director of Scientific Publica-
tions, has provided progressive leadership to this Institute
publication, and served as a strong, highly cooperative
Director. A special tribute is due the Associate- Editors
who have shared the major responsbility of assuring our
readers a viable technical product. Our sincere thanks go
to William Greathouse, John H. Povolny, Sheila E. Wid-
nall, and E. Carson Yates for their dedication and for the
extra efforts they put forth this year. Our appreciation is ex-
tended to the many other members of the staff in New
York who contributed effectively to help make the Journal
meet such high standards.

We cannot overlook the time, effort, and talents devot-
ed to the Journal by those who have served as reviewers
during the past year. This reservoir of technical expertise
constitutes a most vital element in keeping the Journal
relevant. Although these persons are necessarily anony-
mous when they perform this service, we are pleased to
have this opportunity to recognize them. Their names are
listed below.

One final note. Last July we were shocked by the unex-
pected passing of Carl F. Schmidt. Carl had been the Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the Journal of Aircraft since its inception



in 1964. We the people, who now constitute the lifeblood
of the Journal—the Associate Editors, the Headquarters
Staff, and his literally hundreds of technical comrades—
once again say ‘“Thank you, Carl, for a job well done, and

Godspeed. We will carry on.”

The AJAA staff and I are most grateful to Jim Dough-
erty for assuming the extra responsibilities of Acting Edi-

James E. Dougherty
Acting Editor-in-Chief
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We are pleased to announce that the new Editor-in-Chief
of the Journal of Aircraft, effective January 1, 1974, will be
Dr. Allen E. Fuhs, Professor of Aeronautics, Naval Post-
graduate School, Monterey, Calif. Dr. Fuhs received his

PhD from California Institute of Technology in 1958. He has

been active in many AIAA matters, which have included
Chairmanship of the Technical Committee on Propellants

and Combustion, Chairman of the Points Lobos Section,
and, most recently, Volume Editor of “Instrumentation for
Airbreathing Propulsion” (Vol. 34 of the AIAA Progress
in Astronautics and Aeronautics Series, to be published in
January 1974). He also has been active in many AGARD
and NATO activities and served as Chief Scientist of the
Air Force Aero Propulsion Laboratory from 1968 to 1970.
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We welcome Dr. Fuhs as Editor-in-Chief and wish him
success in his new service to ATAA.
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January 1975 issue.



